In 1997, 12,308 of 341,983 children tested (3.6%) had blood lead levels greater than or equal to 10 p~g/dl (CDC's current level of concern) that were reported to the New York City Department of Health. The actual number of children with elevated blood lead levels may be substantially higher, however. Despite requirements for universal screening of all 1-and 2-year-olds in New York State and required evidence of blood lead screening on school entry, only about half of all children aged 1-5 years old are screened for lead poisoning.
